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Gray’s-Inn, May 18, 1754. 


Mifce flultitiam confiliis brevem 
Dulce eft defipere in Loco. Hor. 


\F TER having perufed the new Trage- 
dy of Cren/a, with all that Pleafure which 
generally refults from a well conducted 
% Story, and interefting Situations of. the 
> Dramatis Perfona, 1 was at length ftruck 
in a very particular Manner with the fe- 
cond Epilogue, which the Author has an- 
nexed to it. A Parliament of Women 
fugcefts many Ideas of a pleafant Nature to the Fancy, and 
there is a Variety in the Turn of Expreffion, for which this 
little Piece may very juftly be called a pretty Compofition. 
Having laid afide the Book, I found that the femaie Houfe of 
Commons had taken entire Poffeffion of my Imagination , | fan- 
| cied 
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deep Debate; the lovely Wbigs and Tories carried on their Party- 
Divifions with great Warmth and vehement Elocution; the 
Words Court and Country Intereft, Britifh Conjftitution, Patrictifm, 
Virtue, Bribery and Corruption, Liberty and Property, free unin- 
fluenced Eleétion, arbitrary Power, witha long Et cetera of Phrates, 
with which our Ears are ftunned in all popular Harangues, 
were methought banded about by thefe beautiful Repreienta- 
tives, with as much Zeal and Impetuoufity, as ever they could 
pofibly have been from the Days of Hampden down to the prefent 
happy Period. ‘Their Ians, I imagined, prettily diverfified with 
various embiematical Figures; and, inftead of lovefick Virgins, 
Jcflamine Bowers, Rural Swains playing on the Flute, they 
difplayed to View nothing but Scaffoldings, Executions, Scenes 
of Broils, and Battle, Sea-pieces, embattled Squadrons, the Spirit 
ftirring Drum, as Shakefpear has 1t, the Ear-piercing Fife, the 
Royal-Banner, and every Circumffance of Glorious War. ‘The 
Patch no longer ferved as a mere Embellifhment of Beauty, but 
carried with a very expreffive Energy, and denoted the Attach- 
ments of the Ladies to the Court or Country-Party. Bluwe and 
Yellow Ribbons adorned the Head-Drefs, and hung out a Kind of 
Flag of Defiance to the oppofite Party, Eleétions were ftrongly 
contefted all over the Kingdom; The O/dand New-Intereft clafhed 
in Oxfordfhire, and ended at laft in a double Return; the Wives 
of feveral Copyholders were polled in different Places, and each 
Perion fwore, ‘** as I live to breath’? that fhe was a Freeholder. 
In Kent a Lady of antient and honourable Family was thrown 
out. The People of Brifol paid a voluntary Compliment to 
a Lady of diftiguifhed Genius, who had been inftrumental in 
bringing Britol Stone Buckles into Fafhion. After a very 
warm Conteft for the City of London, upon finally clofing the 
Pool the Numbers ftood thus ; 


cied to myfelf, to fee my amiable Countrywomen engaged in a 


Lady Betty Allworthy, She-Knight, and Milliner 3650 
Mrs. Mary Meanwell, Haberdafber 3570 
Lady Fanny Comely, She-Knight, and Perfumer 3128 
Mrs. Elizabeth Sugerkane, of Billinfgate-Ward 2950 
Lady Harriet Luteftring, She-Knight, and Mercer 2603 


Lady Deborab Gideonite, She-Knight, and Malt-Diftiller 2591 


Wuerevpon the four firft were declared duly eleéted, and 
the laft mention’d Lady, it was faid, would be brought in for 
St. Maws in Cornwall, by the Lady for Brifte/, and at the Re- 

commendation 
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commendation of an old Dutchefs at Court. The Writs being 
all returned, I fuppofed the Parliament affembled, the Ladies 
in the Upper-Hovte, and the Commoners in the Lower. ‘The 
Female Commons immediately proceded to chufe a Speaker, 

which was a Point of ei ‘t Diff culty, every one being eager 
for that Office, upona S Ie gerongr that the Speaker was to 
have the largeft Share of the Debate; but being undeceived 
in this Point, the Matter was at length adjufted, and they then 
went upon Buifinefs. As feveral Secabniinas offered themfelves 
to my Thought s on this Occafion, I fhall throw the Bufinefs of 


this Part of my waking-Dream, into the Form made: Ufe of 
on thefe Occafions. 


Numb, 27, 


Vv oO T E S 


OF THE 
FEMALE HOUSE or COMMONS. 


Veneris, 17 Die Mai, 1754. 


N ingroffed Bill from the Ladies, intitled, 42 A# for re- 


‘nll an it made in the lafi Seffions to enable Perfons pro- 


Seffing the Jewish Religion to apply io Parliament for Naturalization, 
was read a fecond Time, and committed. 


An ingroffed Bill from the Ladies, intitled, 42 AZ for repeal- 
ing anctber AG made in the laft Sffiens for preventing clerdeftine 
Marriages, and other Purpofes therein mention’d, was read a iccond 
Time and committed. 


Ordered, 


Tuat Leave be given to bring in a Bill to amend feveral 
Laws relating to the Difte: per raging among the //erned-Caitle 
in the Cities el Lendon ob it ‘ohminficr : ial that Mrs. Lesitia 
Leveit do prepare and bring in the fame. 


A Messace from the Ladies, by Mrs. Tattle and Mrs. Go- 
between, that the Ladies have paffed a Bill, intitled, a 47 for 
Sale of a Copitel-Meflzage in Grotvenor-Square iz Pall-mall, ii 
the County of Middletex, and the Gardens, and Out-Houfes thereunto 
helonging (Part of the Ejtate of the present Lord Townly) and 
vefing the fome in Writism Pounce of Lombard-Street, Ban- 
ker, and for laying cut the Purchafe-Money tn Dijcherge of Lady 
‘Vownly’s gaming Debis, end for cther Purpofes therein mentioned , 


TO 
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to which the Ladies defire the Concurrence of this Hout ; 
and. alfo, 


Tuat the Ladies have paffed a Bill, intituled, 42 A for 
vefting Part of the Eftate of George Fiddlefaddle, E/g; in the 
County of Suffolk, and Part of his Eftate in the Me of Wight, 
in Truftees, to receive the Rents of the fame, and apply the Ifues in 
Payment of Mrs. Fiddlefaddle’s Pin-Money, to defray the neceffary 
Expences attending Routs and Drums, the Keeping of a Faro-Bank, 
and other Purpofes therein mentioned, to which the Ladies defire 
the Concurrence of this Houfe ; 


Anp then the Meffengers withdrew. 


An ingroffed Bill from the Ladies, entituled, 2 AZ to di/- 
folve the Marriage of Lady Betty Witlels, with Lord Vifcount 
Manly, on Account of his infolent Prefumption in controlling his faid 
Wife, and to enable ber to marry again, and for other Purpojes 
therein mentioned ; was read a fecond ‘Time, and committed to 
a Committee of the whole Houtfe. 


Refolved, 
Tuar this Houfe will, upon this Day fevennight, refolve 
itfelf into a Committee of the whole Houfe upon the faid Bill. 


Ordered, 


Tuat it be an Inftruction to the faid Committee, that they 
do hear Counfel, and examine Witneffes for the faid Bill, if 
the Defendant fhould make it neceffary to be heard by Coun- 
fel, or to produce Witnefles. 


Mrs. Bigarre (according to Order) reported from the Com- 
mittee of the whole Houfe, to whom the Bill to repeal feveral 
Laws to prohibit the Importation of French Laces and Ca:n- 
bricks, and for an A&t to fupprefs the Spittle-Field Weavers, to 
forbid the Importation of French Wines and allowing their Li- 
quors Duty free; and relating to Paint, Wafhes, Fans, Gloves, 
Sc, and for the better Encouragement of French Hair-Cutters, 
and to authorife the Payment of the Bounty to Fohu Exotic, 
and others, upon a Ship fitted out for China in order to import 
Teas, and China Figures of all Sorts, and loft near Maddec-a/k- 
her, was committed; and fhe read the Report, and afterwards 
delivered the Bill, with the Amendments, in at the Tea-Tad.e, 
where the Amendments were read, and agreed to by the 
Hioufe 


© a 1, el a 


Tuat the Bil, with the Amendments, be ingroffed. 


Ordere: y 
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Ordered, 
Luar Mrs Trifle have leave to make a Motion: 


And fhe moved the Houfe aceordingly ; 


An ingroffed Bill from the Ladies, intituled, 4x AM to enable 
Pompey the little, Zap Dog to Lady Mary Creature, (fo re- 
“nguilh the faid Name of Pompey the little, and affume for the fu- 
ture to*him and his Heirs the Stile and Name of Marquis, was 
read the firft Time; 


Ordered, 
Tuat the faid Billi do lie uponthe Tea Table. . 


Ordered, 
Tuat Mrs. Bragiwell have Leave to make a Motion: 


And fhe moved the Houfe accordingly ; 

Awp an ingroffed Bill from the Ladies, intituled, 42 AF 
for changing the prefent current Stile in this Kingdom, and to con- 
vert Night into Day, was read the firft Time, and ordered to be 
read a fecond Time. 


Aw ingroffed Bill, intituled, 4a A# for impowering Lady 
STAKEALL to cut down and fell Timber fianding and growing upon 
the Eftate of Lord StakEau, ber Hufband, in order to enable the 
faid Lady StaKEavt te purchafe Monkeys, Parrots, and other 
Neceffaries, and alfo to make a very large Bet at the next Mafquerade, 
and for other Purpofes thereiu mentioned, was read the third 
Time. 


Refolved, 
Tuat the Bill do pafs ; 


Ordered, 
Tuat Mrs. Fitch do carry the Bill to the Ladies, and de- 
fire their Concurrence. 


And then the Houfe adjourned till To-morrow Morning 
nine of the Clock. 


By Virtue of an Order of the Female Houfe of Commons, I do 
appoint William Faden and Joieph Bouquett to publifh thefe Votes ; 
and that no other Perfon do prefume to print the fame. 


ExizaBETH GRAVEAIR, Speaker, 
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TRUE INTELLIGENCE. 


From my cwn Apartments, May 15. 
Public Writer has many and frequent Opportunities of feeing into the 
A various Tempers of the Inhabitants of this Metropolis, among 
which, his Correfpondence with feveral unknown Perfons is not the leatt 
confiderable, as it affords him Inftances of their Pronencfs to Anger, their 
Modefty, their Impatience of Corre&tion, their paffive Forbearance when 
a Piece is rejected, and many other Contingencies of equal Moment. 1 
have often received Letters from my fair Corre!pondents, in which they 
complain of my having altered their Stile and Spelling ; others beg of me 
to take care of thofe Inaccuracies, and tell me in a Poltfeript, ** M4: Ran- 
ger may fpell this after the Manner of the Men.’ There are fome, who 
when a Piece is rejected, have Humility cnough to keep their Peace ; from 
others, I am fure to hear of it roundly on “Monday Morning. Cie 
tunities have offered for fome to thank me for little Infertions of Words 
which were moft ftrongly expreflive of the intended Idea’; others will not 
give up a Word upon any Account, ** Won’t you allow me, Sir, to be 
“<a Judge of my own meaning? — Why do you make , Slips in your 
“ own Lucubrations ?””—With many more Interrogatories,. which argue 
a fore ahd uneafy — Whenever 1 receive Letters from a Carter: 
pondent of this Clafs, I cannot help faying, ** Lord help his Wife.”— 
ay I, apprebend, whea Words become, a Matter of high Importance, 
there mult arte nulnbellefs Di {putes during a Courfe of Curtain-Le@ures. 
Fort my: Part, 1 have always made it a Rule, not to hive too much Sen- 
fibility when. my Writings are criticifed,..as I fuppofe tivat every good-na- 
tired Jiidge will make proper Allowances for Hurry and other [nfirmities 
of the Mind. : "yan 
a ote - —_ May 17 
, There's a Paflage in Horace, which T never under@ood til! within th a 
few Days; O ego levus, qui purgo bilem fub veret temporis horam, 
« Foo! that I am, fays that Bard, to purge away my Gaul ia the Spring 
« Seafon of the Year.” I fuppofe this Operation exhaufted his fatirical 
View; for having been this Morning at the Dag and Duck, 1 -find myfelf 
fuddenly rendered fo flaccid, that I cannot hit off one fingle ill-natured 
thing for the Diverfion of my merry Readers. I fhall therefore only add, 
that I'thimk it avifable for,all’ Critics to, drink deep of thefe Waters ; if 
the Actors would alfo ufe them, ‘sey might help to carry off a great 
deal.of the Stuff they have fwallowed the laf Winter: Witlings may here 
evacuate their Cruditics ; Poets their indigetted Matter; and, in fhort, all 
Degrees and Ranks of People, may purify their Imaginations to a proper 
Degree of Serenity. 





——e- 


Printed for W. FADEN in Wine-Cffice-Court, Fleet-ftreet, and. 
J. BOUQUET in Pater-Notter-Row, where may be had the 
jormer Numbers, ‘ 











